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Dental Exam Cont. 

Eating with the head tilted to one side 

Mouth pain, such as from sharp enamel points on one side of the mouth might cause the 
horse to try to adjust his eating pattern by turning or tilting his head. 

Salivating more than normal 

The horse's body might increase saliva production in an attempt to lubricate something 
sharp or possibly make it easier to chew and swallow his feed, again in response to pain. 

Losing weight 

This can potentially occur at any age due to a dental or mouth problem. The most com-
mon clinical cases of weight loss involve aged horses that are unable to eat long-
stemmed hay because of diminished grinding capacity. 

Fussy with the bridle; resistant on one side more than another 

Pain within the mouth can cause the horse to react negatively when asked to work. 

Soft or hard asymmetric swellings 

Young horses can develop normal symmetric bony swellings, called eruption cysts, in re-
sponse to the eruption (emergence) of the cheek teeth. If the swellings are asymmetric or 
the horse reacts with pain on palpation, then consider them abnormal. 

One-sided nasal discharge with an odor 

Up to four of the six upper cheek teeth communicate with (are connected to) the sinuses 
within the horse's head. Abscessation of any of these teeth can lead to a secondary sinus 
infection. Discharge from the infected sinus will drain out the nostril. It is usually yellow 
and has an odor you might be able to smell as soon as you walk into the barn or stall. 
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